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Introduction
• Scott Mayerowitz, founder of 

GlobeTrotScott Strategies 

• Longtime travel journalist and points junkie. 
(ABC News, AP, The Points Guy) 

• scott@globetrotscott.com 

• Social media: @GlobeTrotScott

Elite status with multiple airlines, hotels, car 
rental companies and Amtrak.

● Two dozen-plus credit cards.
● $7,000+ in annual fees.
● Annually: ~$15-20k in value. 2

https://www.globetrotscott.com/
mailto:scott@globetrotscott.com


Booking Flights
• Cheapest isn’t always the best! 

• Start at Google Flights.
• Search for one ticket at a time.
• Keep a kid with an adult on each ticket.

• Avoid restrictive “Basic Economy.” 
• No changes or refunds.
• United doesn’t allow carry-on bags.
• Board last = no overhead bins.
• No advance seat assignments.

• Look and see if the flight is daily or not.

• Understand the cancellation policies and vouchers.

• Consider loyalty programs and any elite status.
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https://www.google.com/travel/flights


• Points Path

• Browser extension that lets you search itineraries on Google Flights. Compares 
cash to mileage tickets and suggests the better value.

• Point.me

• Real-time award-ticket inventory searches on 30+ airlines; offers suggestions on 
how to transfer points to those programs.

• Expert Flyer

• For advanced users. Shows seat availability for both cash and award tickets. 
Doesn’t support all airlines. Has “seat alerts” allowing you to get out of the 
dreaded middle seat.

• Seats.aero

• More powerful subscription tool but for true expert users.

Award Flight Booking Tools
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https://pointspath.com/
https://www.point.me/
https://www.expertflyer.com/
http://seats.aero


Be Proactive
● Book with the right credit card for trip 

delay protection.

● Register your phone and email with the 
airline. 

● Save 1-800 numbers in your phone.

● If booking via Expedia, Orbitz etc., get 
your airline’s confirmation number.

● Log in directly to the airline’s site and 
confirm your contact information is 
entered correctly.
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Travel Tips & Hacks
● Set flight alerts (FlightAware, FlightRadar24, 

Flighty).

● Also track your inbound plane. If it is 
delayed, depending on the route, most likely 
you will be too. 

● Research your own alternatives. Make a 
specific ask of the airline.

● Lounges are packed these days but have the 
best agents – especially during delays.

● If your flight is cancelled, you get a full CASH 
refund for the remaining parts of the trip. 

● Know your EU 261 rights.
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Check-in 24 hours in advance
● Ensures that your ticket is valid.

● Gives you time to fix any issues.

● Did PreCheck show up? 

● Touchless ID
○ Biometric program with American Airlines, Delta 

Air Lines, United Airlines, Alaska Airlines, and 
Southwest Airlines.

○ Need to opt-in; faster lines.

● Airport have CLEAR? 

● International
○ Passport saved?
○ Global Entry?
○ Mobile Passport?
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Real ID
● U.S. travelers must now have a REAL ID to board flights.

● Real ID driver licenses have one of these logos:

● Need to bring Social Security card and several other 
documents to DMV. 

● Can also travel with your passport, military ID or some other 
federal government ID cards, like a Global Entry card.

● More info: https://www.dhs.gov/real-id
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https://www.dhs.gov/real-id


Real ID
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Checking luggage
• How to protect your bag from the airlines

• Know the minimum cutoff times for check-in.

• Avoid tight connections.

• Check the bag tags and the three-letter code.

• Remove prior tags.

• Print out a copy of your itinerary and put it inside.

• Invest in Apple AirTags.
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When the “Window Seat” lacks a window
• areoLOPA

• Seat alerts at Expert Flyer
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https://www.aerolopa.com/
https://www.expertflyer.com/


Booking Hotels
● Save your points for hotel bookings. You don’t pay 

those expensive lodging taxes.
 

● With Hilton and Hyatt, you also avoid resort fees 
when using points!

● Transferable credit card points are usually a better 
value transferred directly to the chain vs. booked via 
the portal.

● Use Google Maps satellite and street views to see 
what’s around the hotel. 

● Premium credit card or a travel advisor. You get free 
breakfast and often a $100+ resort credit.
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Connecting rooms

● Hilton is the only major brand 
to guarantee connecting 
rooms at the time of booking.

● Other chains just lack the 
technology to do so.

● Why? Most hotels in a chain 
are actually independently 
owned, with their own 
reservation system.
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Best Use of Points: 
Direct with Hotel vs. Chase, Amex or Capital One

● Example: Chase points transfer 1:1 to World of Hyatt
 

● When booking directly with a hotel’s points, you don’t pay nightly taxes!

● Hyatt and Hilton waive resort fees on award bookings.

● Hilton and Marriott give you a 5th night free when using points.

● Booking with points via Chase, Amex, Capital One etc. means paying the room 
rate + taxes + resort fees. 
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Example: Hyatt Regency Grand Cypress Resort
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Example: Hyatt Regency Grand Cypress Resort

Additional charges for valet parking ($52/night plus tax) or self-parking ($37/night) will apply. 16

Booked with Chase Points↓
Direct via 

Hyatt ↓



Leverage discounts
● Anybody can join AARP.

 
● Check corporate discounts, AAA, 

packages or other promo codes.

● This is especially true with car rentals.
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Sleeping Well & Blocking Light
● Clothing over alarm clocks (are they off?)

● Bathroom night light: press “test”

● Hanger blind trick
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Staying Cool… or Warm

 
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CikXCyNgJz5/
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https://www.instagram.com/reel/CikXCyNgJz5/


Check the shower!
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● Is there hot water?

● Are the shampoo, conditioner and body wash full?



Always Pack a Bathing Suit
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Elite Status
• It’s all about the spend!!!

• Flight base fare, excluding taxes and fees.

• So does most award travel.

• Credit card spend.

• American counts shopping partners + others.
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What Does Elite Status Get Me?
● First class upgrades (much harder to get these days.)

● Free upgrades to extra legroom seats.

● Free checked bags.

● Earlier boarding = overhead bin space. 

● Shorter waits for the call center, with better agents.

● Priority in being re-booked during cancellations.

● Higher tiers get choices of upgrade certificates, extra 
miles, lounge membership, gifting status to a friend.
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What is the best credit card?

• Where do you live?

• What kind of rewards do you want?

• How deep do you want to go in the world of points & miles?

Cash, check, 
debit card

Simple, 
fixed-value 
credit cards

Travel credit 
cards

Flexible, 
transferable 

cards
24
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Why I still pay $895 for this credit card
● $200 in Uber credits.
● $200 in airline credits.
● $600 in credits for upscale hotels via Amex.
● $400 in Resy credits.
● $300 in Lululemon credits.
● $300 digital entertainment credits (New York Times, 

WSJ, Peacock, Hulu, Disney+, Paramount and YouTube.)
● $100 in Saks Fifth Avenue credits.
● $300 credit for Equinox gym membership.
● Access to Centurion Lounges and Delta SkyClubs.
● Walmart+ membership.
● CLEAR membership.
● Amex Offers.
● 5X earnings on airfare.



ALWAYS PAY YOUR CREDIT 
CARD BALANCE IN FULL 

AND ON TIME
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CREDIT SCORE
• Ranges from 300 to 850

• 740+ considered “very good” or 
“excellent.”

• Applying for a new card

• Short-term, small drop to score.

• Long-term, positive impact.

• One card, $10k limit, $3k balance

• Amount of debt: 30%

• Add a second card with a $20k limit

• Amount of debt: 10%

27



Favorite credit cards: No fee to very high fee
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Learn more at: 
globetrotscott.com/cards

or scan the QR code:

http://globetrotscott.com/cards


Do $95-$99 airline cards make sense?
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• Yes, if you check a bag once a year

• Read fine print

• Some require you to pay with the card

• Others are only for domestic trips



Simple steps you can take today

• Online shopping offers

• Amex Offers

• Chase Offers

• Citi Merchant Offers

• Capital One Shopping
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SHOPPING
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Enroll in Rakuten  
here

http://www.rakuten.com/r/SHERIM940?eeid=28187
http://www.rakuten.com/r/SHERIM940?eeid=28187


Airline or Hotel 
Dining Programs
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Gift cards
• Use bonus categories to buy gift cards, then 

shop online

• Ink Cash: 5x points at office supply stores.

• I needed to spend $1,000 at Home Depot.

• Could’ve earned 2x points per dollar on my 
Amex Blue Business Plus Card (2,000 points, 
worth $40.)

• Went online to Staples, bought 2 x $500 Home 
Depot gift cards (5,000 points, worth $100.) 

• Amex Gold: 4x at supermarkets.
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The Pudding Guy
• Earned 1,253,000 frequent flyer miles from a Healthy Choice promotion.

• You could earn up to 1,000 miles for every 10 product barcodes mailed to the company.

• David Phillips found 25-cent individual cups on pudding.

• For $2.50, he could get 1,000 miles (worth at least $10-$15) plus some pudding.

• Purchased 12,150 cups of pudding ― a total cost of 
$3,150. He negotiated with store managers to get bulk 
discounts.

• But he and his wife couldn’t cut out all the barcodes in 
time for the promotion deadline.

• Enter the Salvation Army. He got a local food bank to 
help cut them out in exchange for the donation of the 
pudding. And he got a $815 tax deduction.
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QUESTIONS?

globetrotscott.com

scott@globetrotscott.com

@GlobeTrotScott on social media
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http://globetrotscott.com
mailto:scott@globetrotscott.com
https://www.instagram.com/globetrotscott/

